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Recounts which Raphael gives of the Battel 
; OF At cls, and the Crenien of the World, have 
--jythem thofe Qualifications which the Criticks 
judge requifite to an Epifode. They are nearly 
tothe’ principal A@tion, and have a juft Conneétion 
we itl. aii 
h Book opens with a beautiful Defcription of 
dei fA which chis Difcourf& of the Archangel 
eo our firft Parent. Adas> afterwards, by a very na- 
\Gurolity, enquires concerning the Motions of thofe 
| Bodics which make the moft gldtious Appearance 
the fix Days Works. The Poet here, with a great 
$ re ii Art, repreients Eve as withdrawing from this part 
2 eee. Converfation to. Amufements that feem more fuita- 
Ho her Sex. He well knew, that the Epifode in this 
e brick which is filled with Adam's Account of his Paflion 
vufes ngiicem for Eve, would have becn improper ‘tor her 
inedathiag, and has therefore deyifed very juft and beautiful 
Temple ins for her Retiring. . 
1M. $0 fpake-our Sire, and by his Countenance feemd ~ 
1, ; m # on fiudious Fouts abfirufe, which Eve 
ineSulm derceiving where fhe fat retired in fight, 
With Lor aah Majepeck from wr Shee 
a fad Grace that wen who faw to wifh her fiay, 
Iufe, aed went forth ameng her fruits and 
i vifit how they profper’d, bud and bloom, 
































| Bir Nurfery;, they at her coming {prung, 
iid toucht by her fair tendance gladlier am 
Tu went fhe net, as not wit fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable ber ear 






Of what was high: Such pleafure fhe referv'd 
"Adam relating, fhe fole Auditre/s; 
‘Bot Husband the relater fhe preferr'd 
the Angel, and of him to ask 
Gnlerather: be, fhe knew, would ittermix 
‘Chateful digrefions, and folve bigh diffuse 
Wub caxjagal Careffes, from his Lip . 
words alone pleafed her. O when meet now 

Such pairs in Love, and mutual honour join'd? 

Angel’s returning a doubtful Anfwer to Adam's En- 
was not only proper for the Moral Reafon which 
Poet affigns, but becaufe it would have been highly ab- 
fo have given the Sanction of an Archangel to any par- 
SyRem of Philofophy. The chief Points in the Prole- 
it, and Copernican Hypothelis are defcribed with great 
iglencis:and Perfpicuity, and at the fame time dreffed 
try pleating and Poetical Images. . 
‘Blan, to detain'the Angel, enters afterwards upén his 
Hiltory, and relates to him the Crrcumftances in which 
hinfelf upon his Creation; as alfo his Converfation 
ihisMaker, and his firft Meeting with Eve, There is 
patof the Poem more apt.to raiic the attention of the 
tier, than this’ Difcourfe:of our great Anceftor; as no- 
peat be more furprizing and delightful to us, than 
iMett, the. Stritimérits that arofe in the firft Man while 
yet new and: freth from the hands of his Creater. 
thas interwoven ‘every thing that is delivered upon 
Heft in Holy Writ: with fo many beautiful Imagina- 
his‘own, that nothing can be conceived nore juit 
al than this whole Epifode. As our Author knew 
yest could not but be agreeable to his Reader, he 
throw it inta-the relation of the fix Days Works, 
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Jind Me tesived it fox a‘ dittinét Epifode, that he might -bave 
dy MR OAtity wf expatiating upon it more at large. Be- 
a. ate on this part of the Poem, I cannot but take 


‘wit of two thining PaGages in the Dialogue between 4- 
and dthe Angel. The firft is that wherein our Anceftor 
) . BEPS Wi Xccount of the Pleafure he took in converting with 
1 SAR which contains’ a very noble Moral. e 
wg! up) epwile I fit with thee, I feer in Heav'n, 
o eer thy difcourfe is to my ear 

» wy, 


s of Palm-tree plealanteft to thirft 
vt repaft; they fatiate, and foon fill, 

















nger both, from lasour, at the hour 








Tho’ pleafant, but thy words with Grace divine 
Imbu'd, bring te thei fweerne/s no fatiety. 

The other I. fhal! mention is that in which the Ange} 
gives a reafon why he fhould be glad to hearthe Story dams 
was about to relate. ’ 

For I that day was abfent, as befell, 

Bound on a Voyage uncouth and obfcure, : . 
Far on excurfion towards the Gates of Hells 
Squar'd in full Legion (fuch command we had) 
To fee that none thence iffued forth a Spy, 

Or eneny, while God was in his work, - 

Left he incenft at (uch eruption bold, 
Deftrution with Creation might have mix'd. 

There is no queftion but our Poct drew the Image in 
what follows from that.in Virgil’s Sixth Book, where Aineas 
and the Sybil ftand before the Adamantine Gates which are 
there defcrib’d as fhutupon the place ef Torments, andlitten 
to the Groans, the clank of Chains, and the noife of Iron 
Whipsthat were heard in thofe Regions of Pain and Sorrew. 

—— Faft we found, ‘ wut 
The difmal gates, and pelsd ow  firong ;. 
But long e'er our approaching heard within 
Noife, other than the found of Dance or Song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. _ 
_ Adam then proceeds to give an Account of his Condition 
and Sentiments immediately after his Creation. a 
does he reprefent the pofture in which he found him-. 
the beautiful Landskip that furrounded him, ‘and the 
gladnefs of Heart which grew up in him’on:that occafions 
—— — As new waked from foundeft fleep 
Soft on the flowry herb I Loreen , 
In baliny {weat, which with his beams ihe Sun 
Soon dried, and on the reaking moifture fed. _ , 
Streight toward Heav’n my wondering eyes I sur a, 
And gax'd a while the ample Sky, ’till rais'd 
By quick inftinélive motion up I fprung 
As thitherward endeavotring, and uprighs 
Stood on my feet; about me round I faw 
Hill, Dale, and fhady woods and fimny plai 
And liquid lapfe of murmisring fireams; 4 thefe 
Creatures that liv'd, and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fasil ¢: 
With fragrance, and with Foy my heart overfow'd, 

Adam is afterwards defcrib’d as farpriz’d at his own Ex- 
iftence, and taking a Survey of , himfelf, and of all the 
Works of Nature. He likewife is reprefented as difcove- 
ring by the Light of Reafon, that he.and thing about 
him muft have been the effeét of fome Being infinitel 
good and powerful, and that this Being had a Right to his 
Worthip and Adoration. His firft addrefs to the Sun, and to 
thofe parts of the Creation which made the moftdiftinguith- 
ed Figure, is very natural and amufing to the Imagination. 

: ———— Thou Sun, faid I, fair Light, 
And thou enlight’ned earth, fo frefo and gay, 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair creatures tell, 
Tell if you faw, bow camel thus, how bere? . 

His next Sentiment, when upon his firft going to Sleep he 
fancies himfelf lofing his Exiftence, and falli 4 tong oe 
nothing, can geverbe fufficiently admired. .His Dreain, in 
which he ftill preferycs the Confcioufuefs of his Exiftence, 
together with his removal inté the Garden which was prea 
pared for his Reception, are alfo Circumftances finely -ima- 
gined, and grounded upow what is'delivered in Sacred Story. 

Thefe and the like wonderful Incidents, in this Past of 
the Work, have in them all the Beauties of Novelty, atthe 
fame time that thicy have all the Graces of Nature. They 
are fuch as none. but a great Genius could have thought of, 
though, upon thé perufal of them, they feem to rife of 
themfelves from the Subje& of which he treats. In a 


Word, though they are natural they are not obyious, which 
is che as aetios of all fine Writing. 
. The 
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"The Impreffion which the Interdidtion of the Trae of - 


Life left in the Mind of our Firft aoe is — or 
Strength and udgment, as mage of the 
Feats and Birds a a in review before Kimisvery beautiful 
and lively. e? 
—— Each Bird and Beaft behold . _ 
Approaching two and two, thefe cowrimg low 
With blandifhment, each bird foop’d on his Wing: 
I nam’d them as they pafs'4d——-—— , 


Adam, in the next place, defcribes a Conference which 
he held ‘with his Maker upon the Subje& of Solitude: 
the Poet here reprefents the Supreme Being, as mak- 
ing an Effay of his own Work, and putting to the tryal 
that reafoning Faculty, with which he had endued his Crea- 
ture. Adam urges, in this divine Colloquy, the Impoflibi- 
lity of his being happy, tho’ he was the Inhabitant of Para- 
di/2, and Lord of the whole Creation, without the Conver- 
{ation and Society of fome rational Creature, who fhould 

artake thofe Bleifings with him. This Dialogue, whichis 
upported chiefly by the Beauty of the Thoughts, without 
other Poetical Ornaments, is as fine a part as any jn the 
whole Poem: ‘The more the Reader examines the juftnefS 
and delicacy of its Sentiments, the more he will find him- 
{elf pleafed with it. The Poet has wonderfully preferved 
the Character of Majefty and Condeicention in the Creator, 
and at the fame time that of Humility and Adoration in the 
Creature, as particularly in thofe beautiful Lines. 


Thus I prefumptuous; and the Vifion bright, 

As with a fmile more brightned, thus reply'd. &ce 
——— | with leave of {peech implor'd 

And humble deprecation thus reply'd, 

Let not my Words offend thee, Heav'nly power, 

My maker, be propitious while I fpeak &c. 

Adam then proceeds to give an account of his fecond 
Sleep, andof the Dream in which he beheld the Formation 
of Eve. The new Paifion that was awakened in him at the 
fight of her is touched very finely. 


Under his forming hands a Creature grew, 
Manlike, but different Sex; fo lovely fair, 

That what feem'd fair mn all the World feem’d now 
Mean, or in her fumm'd up, in her contain'd, 
Aad in beer looks, which Pls bef time infus'd 
Sweetne{s into my heart, unfelt before, 

And into all ‘lia from her air infpir' 2 

The fpirit of Love and amorous delight. 

Adam's Diftrefs upon lofing fight of this beautiful Phantom, 
with his Exclamations of Joy and Gratitude at the Difcove- 
ry of.a real Creature, who refembled the Sater which 
had been prefented to him in his Dream; the Approaches 
he makes to her, and his manner of Courthhip, are all laid 
together in a moft exquifite Propriety of Sentiments. 

Tho’ this part of the Poem is work’d up with great 
Warmth and Spirit, the Love, which is defcribed in it, is 
every way fuitable to a State of Innocence. If the Reader 
compares the Defcription which Adam here gives of his lead- 
ing Eve to the Nuptial Bower, with that which Mr. Dryden 


has made on the fame Occafion -iw a Scene of his Fall of 


Mian, he willbe fenfible of the great Care which Milton 
took to avoid all Thoughts on fo delicate a Subjeét, ‘that 
might be offenfive to Religion or Good-manners. TheSen- 
timents are chafte, but not cold, and convey to the Mind 
Ideas of the moft tranfporting Paffion, and of the greateft 
Purity. What a noble Mixture of Rapture: and Inaocence 
bas the Author joined together, in the Reflection which 
dam makes on the Pleafures of Love, comparéd to thote 
of Senfe. 

Thus have I sold thee all my State, and brought 

My Story to the Sum of earthly biifs 

Uhich I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 

Mn all things elfe delight indeed. but fuch 

As xs’ or mot, works in the mind no change, 

Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 

1 mean of tafle, fight. finell, berbs, fruits and flowers, 

Walks. and the melody of Birds; but here 

Far otherwife, tranfpoted I beheld. 

‘Tran{ported touch; here paffon firft I fels, 

Commotion firange, in all enjoyments elfe 

Superiour and unmor'd, here only weak 

- Azainft the Charm of beauties powerfull glance, 

Or nature fail'd in me, and left fome part 

Not proof enough fib object to fujtain, 

Or from my fide fubdoséling, took perbaps 

More than enough; at leaft on kor beftow'd 

S00 much of ornament, in outward fhew 


~ - 2 ernest ait atte ae tase 


Elaborate, of inwa 














rd lef exad. 
— —-—Mhen | approach 
Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fhe feems 
And in herjelf compleat, fo well to kno 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay, 
Seems wifelt, vertuoufeft, difcrecteft, bef 
All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded: Wifdom in difceurfe with her 
_Lofes difconntengne’d, and like folly"fhews 
, . Authority and reafon on her wait, 
As one intended firft, not after made 
Occafionally; ard to confimmmate all, 
Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs their Seat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
Atout her, as a guard Angelick plac’d. 


Thefe Sentiments of Love, in our Firft Parent, ave 
Angel fach ani Infight into Humane Nature, that he fe 
apprehenfive of the Evils which might befall the Spec 
general, as well as dam in particular, from the Exceg 
this Paflion. He therefore fortifies him againft it by ting 
Admonitions; which very artfully prepare the Mind of j 
Reader for the Occurrences of the next Book, where 
Weaknefs of which Adam here gives fuch diftant difcoyes: 
brings about that fatal Event which is the Subje& of 
Poem. His Difcourfe, which follows the gentle Rebuke 
receiv'd from the Angel, fhews that his Love, however yi. 
lent it might appear, was ftill founded in Reafon, and q 
fequently not improper for Paradife. 


Neither her ousfide form fo fair, nor aught 

In Ea common to all kinds 

(Though higher of the genial bed by far, 

And with myfterions reverence I deem) 

So much delights me as thofe graceful ads, 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 

From all her words and aGions mixt with love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Urson of m:nd, or m us beth one Soul; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair. 


Adam’s Speech, at parting withthe Angel, has in itap 
ference and Gratitude agrecable to an Inferior Nature, a 
at the fame time a certain Dignity and Greatnefs, {uinh 
to the Father of Mankind in his State of Innocence, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedi 
At the Theatze Royal in Drury-Lane, this 5 
fent Ssturday, che sth Day of April, will be Reviv'ds 
Tragedy of Julius Cafir: Wich the Death of Bruus and Caf 
Writes by Shakefpear, All che Parts Difpos'd to the belt Advant 
By Her Majelty’s Command no Perfors are to be admitted bebind @ 
Scenes. And on Monday next will be prifenteda Play call’d, 
Henry the 4th, with the Humours of Sir John Faiftaff The 
of Palftaff by Mir. Powel, tor his own Bene&r, 


Con; 


it 
Gi 
























to flow 
than an 
itis abf 
‘have fe 
Means 

the Co: 
of Pati 
Accepta 
his owr 
his Acc 
Platter 
jortuni 
ought 
ib befto 
take Ca 
worthy 


For the Benefit of Signora Elizabetta Piloti Schiavontti fu 
A! the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, tim!" 
prefent Saturday being the sth of April, wili b> perform'd atin . 
Ogera call’d Antiochus. The pare of Janisbe by Sixt or Benedei fy cB | 
Bald-ffari. To which will be added, the famous Scctie of Thomyian'y: ed J 
eompes’d by Signor Scarlatti, and Sung by Signor Cavalie Ned £ 
Nicolinn Grimaldi. Pir and Boxes to be put cogether, ‘Top of 
no Perfon to be sdmitted withone Tickers, which will be delive 
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out at che Theatre, ac Mrs. White’s Chocolare-houfe, and #$ 
James's Coffee-houfe, this Day, at half a Guinea each, To 
gin exact!y at fix. By her Majefly’s Command no Perfons are 
be admicted behind t-e Scenes. 
T Punch’s Theatre in the Little Piazza, Coven 
Garden, this prefent Saturcay, wili be prefented an Opera cal 
The State ot Innoce: ce, or the Fall of Man. With variey of 
B ‘ti g Scenes and Machines, particularly che Scene of Paradife igi 
t.mitive Stee, with Birds, heafts, and all its Accient Iohabia 
The Subtil:y of the Serpenc in betraying Adam and Eve, with fe 
ral other D:vereing Interludes, tow many to bz Incerced here. 
ginning ¢xi@ty at Gx. No Perfans co be admitted with Mask) 
Riding Hvods. Box:s a8. 6d. Pit ts, 6d, No Meny co bereutt 
ater che Curiin is Dravn up. 
This Day is Publithed, 

A Sermon Preached at St. John’s Church in Utrecht 
on Sunday, March 9-20. r7rr. Being the Day aftr the Anniver 
ot hor Maj fty’s bacp» Acciifion to the Throne. By Thoms Dib 
ben A.M. Re& rot Graz Fou'mel in Dorferthire, and Chaplunt 
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hs Excellency the Lor’ Privy Ser’. Publithed by the Comaund ae ~ 
their Excellhinc es her Majeily’s Plen po entiaries at the , eae 
Utrech, Pri téd for Bernard Lineott at the Crofs Keys betweeati ty an 
tv T.mple Gates in F) eftrece, ‘aay ot 


To be Lett or Sold a Pennyworth, a new fahiona 
ble weil buile Brick Houfe (lately Wm, Cook's, E‘G;) at Barhesin Sar) 
two Miles néarer Londoa than Richwofd; wich wwo Gatdess 
round, and well piarted wich the bef of Fruit, in which wet 
Green Houfes with Orange and Myrzle Tress, a Coach-houle, So! 
Dove Coar. Summer-heuf-, Our houfes, and all ovher Conveie™e 
with cf Without tour Acces of Lacd next co the Gérdess, | Boqt! 
at the faid Huufe, or at the ncx: Door, . 
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LONDON: Printed for Sain. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britaia' m 
by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifcments are take 0 
Charies Lillie, Perfumer, 


Sold 
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the Strand, 
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